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Forester, The Good Shepherd 
Little, Brown. Mar. 28, 1955. 310p. $3.95. 

Forester’s new work fiction, The Good Shep- 
herd, enjoys Book-of-the-Month 
month. This another sea-going novel from the pen 
the veteran writer, sans Horatio Hornblower any 
rank title this time, but rather concerned with Com- 
mander George Krause, U.S.N., Annapolis graduate 
charge North Atlantic convoy World War 
Nazi U-boats are the raiding wolves, and Captain 
Krause the good shepherd who, escort his 1500- 
ton destroyer Keeling and three Allied counterparts, 
guards his flock thirty-seven merchant vessels best 
can until gets them through British air-cover 
protection off the English coast. 

the surface (the pun only half intended), the tale 
seems good one, well told. The action con- 
centrated forty-eight hours sub-chasing and fight- 
ing, maneuver and counter-maneuver, all clearly and 
minutely described watch-by-watch and second-by- 
second manner that bears the semblance compact- 
ness and economy narration any novelist might envy. 
Yet the effect this book, its impact, not should 
be; not exciting, nor tense, nor does build 
suspensefully climax. only sparse story after 
all; not simple, concentrated, rich—like, say, The Old 
Man and the Sea. Nor does have the fullness 
The Caine Mutiny, nor the emotional texture The 
Cruel Sea, nor the intensity the too-little known 
masterpiece Marcus Goodrich, books 
with which might compared. 

The Good Shepherd ultimately disappointing, nega- 
tive, because its blurred focus. not story 
naval action—or, put another way, story 
naval action, but action subordinate the main point 
the novel: study and exposition the function 
and operation command. Mr. Forester’s eye 
steadily the mind Captain Krause under the 
necessity making decision after decision stress 
battle; the making the decision and the giving 
command take but few seconds, but page after page 
expended the justification thereof, the pro-and- 
con considerations which flash through the captain’s 
mind these moments decision are painstakingly 
revealed. itself, even this technique might have 
fared well, except that view the clarity with which 
the author has described the circumstances surround- 
ing the decision, the reader often knows very well, 
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without explanation, why Commander Krause decides 
does; his curiosity not the least piqued. 
Ironically, then, the author great trouble and 
expense engage sizeable lot unnecessary busi- 
ness; business, furthermore, that steals from him time 
and space might have devoted making more than 
shadowy figures the junior officers who flit and 
out the pilothouse. Commander Krause 
knowable and likeable—not flamboyant hero, but 
quiet in-the-line-of-duty type, trifle stuffy yet human 
the way prays, the way words his orders 
and messages, his unashamed love hot coffee. 
But the others are ghosts, mere names. 
Notwithstanding, given the practically infallible appeal 
sea stories, even the technical language needed 
their telling fascinating poetry their own, The Good 
Shepherd highly readable and diverting volume. 
Landlubbers and sailors alike may read with pleasure. 
And that doesn’t leave out anybody. 


Joseph Belvedere, 
Department English, 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 
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Graziano, Rocky (with Rowland Barber) 
Somebody There Likes 


Simon Schuster. Mar. 16, 1955. 375p. $3.95. 


This reviewer would make Rocky Graziano’s story 
his “life required reading for everyone inter- 
ested the causes and manifestations that particu- 
lar form hooliganism have had fancified for 
under the bowdlerism “juvenile delinquency.” Be- 
cause—thanks largely, one suspects, the patient abil- 
ity his collaborator, Rowland Barber—Rocky Grazi- 
ano has told stunningly frank story his childhood 
and youth, which one-third nineteen twenty 
years were spent succession imprisonments, 
beginning with the Catholic Reformatory the Bronx 
and progressing the no-nonsense Disciplinary Bar- 
racks the Army maintains Fort Leavenworth. The 
seeds criminality and the soil which they grow 
have seldom been more graphically presented than 
this tough-talking, almost garrulous autobiography. 
James Farrell’s brutal trilogy “Studs Lonigan” seems 
somewhat pale and over-emotionalized comparison. 
That Rocco Barbella succeeded turning leaf, 
puts it, become strictly legitimate great credit 
the Rocky Graziano now is; and glowing tribute 
power beyond one’s self that helped him make 
the change. The story the process makes text that 
should studied social workers and novice “do- 
gooders.” Psychologists, psychiatrists and priests can 
profit reading carefully, too. 


Even you are not familiar, happen be, with 
“the neighborhood,” the section Manhattan which 
this young son Fighting Nicky Bob was born and 
grew up, you will learn what forces and lack forces 
permit youngsters—not only thirty years ago, but now, 
today—to grow wild, amoral, impelled one pur- 
pose: survive and somebody. This the world 
which there are not enough decent low-priced houses, 
not enough rooms dingy, odorous, cold-water, heat- 
less, almost lightless flats permit family live 
human beings should able to; the world which 
schools are too few and too ill-tended take care 
teeming population, and churches are too poor and 
too poorly staffed provide the inspiration and direc- 
tion and the refuge sorely needed; the world 
which the only place you can get room enough move 
about the corner saloon candy store pool- 
room; the only place for kids play, the streets the 
rooftops; the world where the cheapest form recrea- 
tion jug wine. the world where the tough 
survive and the weak knuckle under. The world 
which all divided into those who get clipped and 
those who the clipping, and the bulls are always 
the side those who get clipped and not above do- 
ing little clipping their own, far the warped 
and defiant eyes and minds those who the clip- 
ping can apprehend. It’s world where you are nut 
work job for measly fifty week less; and 
where the smart guys make easy keeping book 
knocking off score; where the important people are 
the goons tough enough top man their rackets, 
respected and hated and imitated and admired the 
smaller fry the way the same “importance.” 
where the world grab bag, and the most goes 
the guy who can snatch the most and keep it; where 
the unwritten but only sacred law that you must not 
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rat the next guy, even killed your brother 
snatched your girl; you are expected get quits 
your own. 


good many people know the salient details the 
much publicized life fighter Rocky Graziano. Not 
many know that hated boxing gloves and fist fights 
when kid because his alcoholic father liked show 
off his cronies pitting older brother against the 
younger Rocco, who got clobbered into crying, night 
after night, and took running away and hiding out 
nights escape the inevitable mauling. Nor the 
history dire poverty that dogged the hapless family 
from the time the first children were born, and grew 
under the need robbing coal keep warm, gather- 
ing driftwood and digging winter clams add some- 
thing the stove and the spaghetti they existed on. 
was grim life, and any kid with pride spunk and 
little supervision would resent not having occasional 
penny like the other kids and take snatching the 
pennies from others from such sitting ducks gum- 
machines; from that stripping abandoned houses 
peddle the stolen pipe and fixtures junk men; from 
that breaking into stores and selling conscienceless 
fences. And, eventually, from that reform schools, 
(where you learned more skills the lawless), and 
county jails, penitentiaries; some the “hot squat” 
gutter death from slugs thrown offended mem- 
bers your own others’ mobs. 


you were tough enough and handy enough with your 
fists, you might win coveted place leader your 
own gang. That made you proud. You were some- 
body; you had keep being somebody, bigger 
somebody. Every time you were caught out and pulled 
in, gone over and tossed back the can, you 
figured the world was more and more against you; 
blast the world, and get your licks while you can. 
And you could get stony-headed; listen nobody, not 
even your mother, crying her eyes sore for you, worry- 
ing herself into the bughouse over you. 


One day you get thinking; maybe when you see 
legitimate guy try hang himself because the shame 
being put jail means more than life him. And 
then maybe you find somebody who talks your language 
and maybe takes liking you, unlikely you ever 
thought might be; maybe you find girl you feel 
real respect for, want marry and take care of; may- 
be, too, without your realizing it, your mother’s prayers 
have been having some effect you. And maybe you 
get grace enough begin realize that the “Someone 
There” who made all and loves all spite 
us, actually likes you. 
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View from Pompey’s Head Basso 
Sincerely, Willis Wayde Marquand 
Love Ete 

Time for Sergeants (Ila) 
Katherine (IIb) 

The Healer (IIb) 

Trial (IV) 

Pray for Brave Heart (1) 
Not Stranger (IIb) 

The Cornerstone (IIb) 


Slaughter 
Mankiewicz 
Thompson 
Oldenbourg Feb. 


Aug. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Aug. 


The Power Positive Thinking (IIb) Peale 


Gertrude Lawrence Mrs. Aldrich 
The Day Lincoln Was Shot Bishop 
Abraham Lincoln Sandburg 


Cry Tomorrow (IIb) Roth 


You may not become all sudden one the world’s 
wise men; the smoke-eaters around Engine Eight may, 
some them, think you still got canaries your skull 
and some the old club down the neighborhood 
may think you are just lone-wolfing and get sore; you 
may still talk with the same limited, over-worked 
vocabulary and not-genteel idiom you always did; and 
you may take lot time learn what fork use 
with that stuff they serve you the posh pizza places. 
But after awhile you begin feel pretty good, clean 
inside well skinside; you get sore when they think 
you are not playing straight sometimes, thinking you 
can’t changed you are with the record you 
piled before you got the page turned. you fight 
for your new life, and gradually begins work out 
good. You are, maybe, father this time, with your 
own house, furnished with the fanciest junk you can 
buy, because you means you’ve made it, finally; 
you are one them that gets robbed instead doing 
the robbing. 


you tell the world the whole story. Proud 
cock, maybe; ready spit any eye that don’t like 
looks down nose you. And you have right 
proud and warble about and take all the bows 
they toss you. Because the story can lot 
good for lot little punks that need told what 
you can tell them. 


This seems champ performance; not only 
the Rock; but Rowland Barber who has had 
sense enough put everything straight and order, 
without being too nice-nelly about some the ex- 


pressions. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 
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Masters, John Coromandel! 
Viking. Mar. 25, 1955. 347p. $3.95. 

Kipling proved long since that not all the treasures 
India were the coffers the maharajahs, and readers 
have grown accustomed the rich assortment tales 
that have grown out that fabulous land. John 
Masters, his recent Bhowani Junction, played skill- 
fully the vexing problem the people mixed 


Masters Herrmann 


blood India neared her day independence. His 
latest work, Coromandel!, has neither the depth 
Bhowani Junction, nor anything interesting its 
strong interplay race and character. The new tale 
unrealistic dream great part, and seems 
owe something Kipling’s The Man Who Would 
King. 

goes back 1627 and Wiltshire, England, where 
Jason Savage, farm lad, fascinated that eastern 
seaboard area India, Coromandel, when first sees 
“treasure” map offered him Old Voy, the 
smooth-talking poacher. Jason’s journey the beckon- 
ing coast begins sooner that planned, for killed 
Hugo, the son Squire Pennel, when Hugo discovered 
him the bedroom Mistress Jane, the Squire’s 
daughter. evades the searchers scouring the coun- 
tryside for him, and makes his way London, but the 
reader brought against startling phenomenon 
when Jason, standing Stonehenge, experiences 
strange feeling association with the ancients who 
erected the stone circles. 


London, Jason falls with tavern group who 
entertain with dancing exhibitions. Jason’s skill 
dancing brings him quick fame, but quarrels with 
Dick the Ruff quarrels with most those 
whom encounters throughout the book. takes 
passage the Phoebe and the journey Coromandel 
begun earnest. Once there, Jason falls into ad- 
ventures that make strange reading. looking for 
the mountain Meru, him goal forgotten times 
but returning again and again. lives with the poor 
pearlers, promises them his aid, but forgets them when 
taken into the company Parvati, priestess 
Shiva. finally escapes the fury battle which 
destroys Manairuppu, the town which lived with 
Parvati, but Catherine, daughter Don Manoel, 
the Portuguese resident Manairuppu, who accom- 
panies him. They come within sight Meru, but 
never actually reach it. Jason feels that content, 
but does not know what the future holds for him. 
Even the devotion Catherine, kind Patient 
Griselda, seems without meaning, the tale winds 
its fantastic close. 


There little this story recommend the 
general reader. fantasy, weakened the 
strong doses reality with which shot through. 
The country scenes and the strange interlude London 
hold the story earthy grip. When Jason plunges 
into the adventures that greet him Coromandel, the 
reader not much entertained bewildered. All 
all, seems that John Masters has attempted some- 
thing that even his great narrative powers could not 


bring off. 
Dennis McCarthy, O.P. 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 
Providence Rhode Island 
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Herrmann, Paul Conquest Man 
Harper. Feb. 28, 1955. 455p. $6.00. 


the currency “popularizations” science and his- 
tory, Conquest Man the selective story little 


ELLERS 

her 

lits 

Nov. 

Mar. 

fights 

show Oct. 

night 

out 

the 

family 

grew 

some- 

on. 

isional 

the 

mem- 

your 

your 
some- 

f 

nia 

er, 

in- 

the 


Kennedy Duke Schisgall 


known illuminated discoveries and explorations 
the world. The range the book wide—from Stone 
Age commercial travel the Portuguese rediscovery 
Africa the fifteenth century, with attention given 
Prester John, Wineland, and the great intermediate 
voyagers. 


While the address the general reader there less 
condescension tone than found several these 
works and both the content and style appeal the 
intelligence the reader. Most the averments 
the author are well-documented and inferences are 


well labeled. 


Not all the author’s inferences have the full support 
reason even the weight scientific authority 
but plausible arguments are advanced for them. The 
adult reader who can discern the difference between 
hypothesis and fact distinction made more easily 
this book than many its kind) will find here 
worthwhile and informatively entertaining summary 
some the obscure achievements human history. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Kennedy, Margaret Act God 


Rinehart. Feb. 1955. 342p. $3.50. 


gently amusing satire developed through three sets 
characters: (1) able but amnesic sculptor and his 
brood neglected children, capably managed the 
fanciful, ten-year-old Serafina; (2) Dickie and Chris- 
tina Pattison, still love after two years marriage 
and still united their ability laugh the ridicu- 
lous; and (3) handful snobs with cultural preten- 
sions, whose self-appointed leader was Martha Dawson. 
When thunderstorm mutilated metal chair the 
children played with, the culture enthusiasts mistook 
for the work the artist planned exhibit, put 
display his absence, and campaigned for its purchase 
the town. When the episode was over, Martha 
Dawson escaped world cruise, the children were 
rescued and Serafina headed toward career, and the 
honeymoon was over for Dickie and Christina. Thence- 
forth, Dickie was need his wife less, while Chris- 
tina’s role was maternal one, fending off dis- 
turbing influences, hiding embarrassing knowledge that 
might shake his confidence himself. 


While the plot slight, most the characters lightly 
sketched, and the situations the bizarre side, the 
author earnest about her theme: hypocrisy any 
level, whether the lie self-deceit manipulation 
men’s thinking. The children are delightfully believ- 
able, their dialogue fresh and childlike. Dickie and 
Christina, their marriage shakes down staidness 
and acceptance the status quo, are any young couple 
sobered unexpected change their relations. 
The end their romance seems little forced, but 
has the power evoke sympathy for the human pat- 
tern reproduces. Neither great nor profound, the 
novel nevertheless capably written and skillful its 
depiction people and motives. 


Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 
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Duke, Vernon Passport Paris 
Little, Brown. Mar. 24, 1955. 502p. $5.00. 


you are wondering who Vernon Duke is, and what 
claim fame may his that should writing 
autobiography, then you need reminded that this 
the one who wrote the music for “April Paris” 
perennial hit-tune), for the grand musical “Cabin 
the Sky” and great deal more popular music, much 
which more than measure more musical than 
most pop stuff ever gets be. Indeed, good bit 
Vernon Duke’s more musical than popular; but 
earns him the claim fame sufficient excuse, not 
commend, his autobiography. What the autobiography 
will make known you about Vernon Duke that his 
name really Vladimir Dukelsky, that refugee 
from the Russia the Reds, and the composer 
several ballet scores, including the once-admired (under 
Diaghilev) Zephyre Flore and the still popular Bal 
des Blanchisseuses, and heap other music—sonatas, 
concertos, symphonies, etc.,—none which has date 
been committed long-play records (according the 
latest issue The Long Player, least) and which 
have seldom been performed more than once twice. 


you are not particularly interested music, then 
perhaps this detailed account musicaldom, home 
and abroad—in Paris, London, the Riviera, well 
New York, Boston, and Hollywood—may reward 
your reading. Mr. Dukelsky was thoroughly trained 
music Russia, had harrowing adventure getting 
away from the red armies which put the abortive “white 
revolution” rout, and landed with his mother and 
younger brother the with Nansen passport. 
became intimate George Gershwin and some- 
thing special protégé Serge Koussevitzky, and 
later, Paris, the “third son” Sergei Diaghilev, and 
close friend and admirer Sergei Prokofiev, until that 
latter worthy went back behind the iron curtain for the 
last time. much chi-chi chit-chat about the 
special strata which musicians move the lions 
pets the wealthy lionizers; interesting but unap- 
petizing view the special world balletomania; 
temperate and tolerant view the musical-stage the 
(New York, mostly), and some very sound sense 
evaluating music itself, serious and light. most 
interest most readers, probably, will the illumina- 
tion the characters the late Koussevitzky and Pro- 
kofiev; but the story Vernon Duke can con- 
siderable interest, too, the casual reader. Whatever 
permanent value this autobiography may have will 
largely lie its reporting the segment our times 
which Mr. Duke lived through and writes about with 


little skill. 
Grady, 
University Scranton 


Schisgall, Oscar The Big Store 
Prentice-Hall. Mar. 14, 1955. 250p. $3.00. 


Oscar Schisgall’s The Big Store familiar piece 
magazine fiction—meretriciously and glib— 
thinned out over couple hundred pages. Paul 
Blaze, boy genius high-pressure department store 
sales promotion, called jazz the operations 
Selby’s, “big store” which not holding its com- 
petitive own. Paul came the hard way; he’s cynical 
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and tough, defiantly mercenary. Conrad Selby, presi- 
dent the firm, whose opposition importing the 
Madison Avenue overridden, thinks 
that some things (dignity, integrity, etc.) are more im- 
portant than money. Selby’s daughter, Pat, also 
bitterly opposed Blaze and his philosophy. Pat 
devoted her father and, since she paints fashion 
illustrations and magazine covers, Art. 


the end—we are assured the publisher that this 
surprise ending” everyone falls into everyone 
else’s arms. Paul learns respect Selby’s values, but 
luckily they really don’t clash with his tooth and nail 
sales methods. Selby realizes that times have changed 
and can pocket his new-found profits without 
scruple, after all. And the young lovers (we won’t 
spoil the surprise their identity) walk arm-in-arm 
into the sunset, all differences reconciled, symbolizing 
the happy marriage romantic idealism 
boiled business practice. 


There is, course, real and absorbing problem under- 
neath the superficiality The Big Store—the rise the 
cult success, the worship money end instead 
means—but Mr. Schisgall not interested prob- 
lems. And, apart from having nothing serious say 
about human life, the author has little say even 
about department stores. The revelation life be- 
hind the scenes the department store world amounts 
little more than great deal barking into tele- 
phones and swallowing pills. 


Come think it, what makes The Big Store trifling 
novel might recommend movie scenario. 


Maybe that’s what Mr. Schisgall had mind. 


Horchler, 
St. Peter’s College, 
Jersey City, New Jersey 


Mankiewicz, Don 
Harper. Jan. 1955. 306p. $3.50. 


Trial the winner the Harper Novel Prize for 1955. 
The $10,000 the author won the contest reward 
for inept opus. this was the best novel field 
886 entries (as the jacket claims), the American novel 
sad state. 


This book tells very tired, contrived story. Angel 
Chavez, 18-year-old Mexican lad, accused 
murder when the girl had been fondling beach 
suddenly dies rheumatic heart. mob seeks 
lynch him and racial feeling runs high. Barney Castle 
undertakes the defense, seeing big chance rise 
Communist circles the propaganda storm can 


series wild coincidences, Parsifal-like hero 
stumbles onto the scene. David Blake, refugee 
from the teaching platform the State law school. 
seeking “practical experience the Law” and 
the Commies are seeking front handle the actual 
court room trial. And David, dream-like, finds him- 
self the front page every newspaper the 
country. 


The reds are looking for martyr and manouever 
lose the case. the time our hero awakens this, 


Trial 


Mankiewicz Chamberlain 


too late. appeal denied and the teen-age 


boy executed. 


The Hydra our Parsifal battles three-headed: Race 
prejudice, McCarthyism and communism. the end 
the story Hydra Parsifal with the tilt vs. 
McCarthyism still come. (Please, 


The book abounds with profanity, near-blasphemy and 
several irreverent uses the Holy Name. There 
lot uncalled-for vulgarity and gratuitous series 
fornications. Even the fumbling love passage the 
beginning the book unnecessarily anatomical. 


The only feature the book this reviewer enjoyed was 
the description the fund-raising rally. The antics 
the front organizations are reported dead-pan, the 
narrative alone enough. 


The real meat the story should the court room 
scenes. However, Perry Mason has dominated mur- 
der trials that the wordy Parsifal this book bore 
comparison. 


This may be, the dust-jacket insists, the “central 
story today,” but it’s told more interestingly, artisti- 
cally and tastefully the daily newspaper. 


Stephen Laut, 
University Scranton 


Chamberlain, Anne The Tall Dark Man 
Bobbs-Merril. Mar. 1955. 215p. $3.00. 


novel suspense which depends for its effect upon 
the credibility the central figure, Sarah Gross, 
withdrawn, lonely, unco-operative and unpredictable 
girl junior high school. Cordially disliked her 
classmates, worried over her mother and step-father, 
talked over despairingly her teachers, she lives 
world her own making, sometimes escaping physically 
hiding unexpected places, but usually retreating 
into fantasies about people and incidents, fantasies that 
become nearly real her that unreality blends into 
reality. Some the stories are vicious but that does 
not deter her from telling them true. 


she sits the study hail the last period the school 
day, idly making stories about the people she sees 
over the countryside, she witnesses murder and 
detected her watching through the murderer’s tele- 
scope. The study-hall teacher too experienced 
believe her account. When Sarah ready leave 
school, alone because neither schoolmate nor teacher 
will accompany her, she sees the murderer the 
schoolhouse door. There follow four hours frantic 
attempts avoid him—by hiding various places 
the building, appealing other teachers and stu- 
dents, clinging some older students rehearsing 
play, and eventually accompanying the janitors 
they leave the building. Interspersed among the at- 
tempts find safety are recalled scenes from early 
childhood when, knowing other children, she was 
the center her gently bred mother’s and improvident, 
gambling father’s lives, and from primary school days 
when she had had many friends. the scenes un- 
roll, the reader realizes what has happened Sarah 
Gross, the same time that the sense pressing terror 
increases. 


The author convincing describing the stage when 
reality stands apart, listening and helpless, while un- 
reality takes over the child’s mind. She knows school- 
girls’ reactions, too, and reproduces them effectively. 
She her best, perhaps, handling the unhappy 
helplessness Sarah’s parents help their child. 
Craftsmanship shown, too, the effect breathless 
fear she able create, and the unexpected but con- 
sistent denouement she fashions. 

Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department 
Marywood College, 

Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Vaculik, Serge Air Commando 
Dutton. Mar. 17, 1955. 320p. $4.00. 


The author was French citizen Czech origin, cap- 
tured the Germans while serving the French army 
after Dunkirk. successful escape through Spain and 
Portugal brought him England where volunteered 
for Gaulle’s forces. There became paratrooper 
second mission into France his entire squad was cap- 
tured. Torture and imprisonment followed, then kan- 
garoo conviction spies. the scene execution 
just outside Paris, the author and another escaped, 
hide out with resistance members until liberated the 
advancing Allies. 


Graphic description some the episodes this 
saga make the book acceptable adult reading, but hardly 
the class with more significant narratives the type, 


like Marshall’s The White Rabbit. 


Much the author’s time was engaged, England, 
with courting young Englishwoman and his occupa- 
tion with the problems marriage and lack adjust- 
ment in-laws detracts from the mainline his story. 


small antagonism Americans and definite un- 
ruliness spirit make the character the author some- 
what less than fascinating the general reader here 
addressed. epilogue the war-crimes trials may 
raise some disquieting doubts believers the sound- 
ness our modern innovations International Law 
which condemn death private soldiers who obey 
orders matters beyond their individual scope. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Scott, The Other Half the Orange 
Dutton. Mar. 16, 1955. 256p. $3.00. 


Martin Henson’s escape route lay over the Alps the 
Mont Blanc range. had been working war- 
time mission with the Italian Resistance and its dangers 
were almost over. Guided Josef Berger Cour- 
mayeur, had reached the last way-station before 
crossing the border safety; so, resented having 
another escapee added the party, woman and not 
expert climber. But spite the awkwardness 
and the danger this third person added the climb, 
all went well and few moments before they were 
parted the woman gave Martin new outlook life 
telling him legend about two halves orange 


Vaculik Scott Kirk 
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seeking find each other. Martin was demobilized 
shortly afterward and returned his teaching 
Mornington School. the beginning his summer 
vacation met his old commanding officer, General 
Langley and from him learned that Hector St. Ruth, 
believed killed during sabotage mission Dijon, 
might have survived. Martin sets out search for 
Hector St. Ruth, and finds the trail leads him back 
near the mountain pass where had last seen the lady 
with the legend the oranges. 


succeeds finding the lady, who Francesca Del- 
leani; but discovers she searching for the body her 
fiancé, Jacque Laurent, who disappeared the glacier 
the same time did Josef Berger, when both were 
carrying large sum money and jewels. Caught 
the two mysteries, and wanting solve that 
Jacque Laurent the hope winning Franca’s hand, 
becomes involved some hair-raising adventures 
the sheer slopes the Alps and, eventually solves 
both mysteries. 


Except for the title, which, like the legend which 
spawned it, pretty far-fetched titles and legends 
go, this corking good adventure story and should 
make corking good screen play, with the Alpine 
backgrounds recommending for Cinemascope. What’s 
more, readers all ages can enjoy it. 


Kirk, Russell Academic Freedom 
Regnery. Mar. 21, 1955. 210p. $3.75. 


There vast literature academic freedom, and 
sizable history could written detailing the contro- 
versies this subject. Russell Kirk does not believe 
that the person write this comprehensive survey. 
Rather attempts “an essay definition, hoping 
assist the endeavor raise our discussion academic 
freedom out the pit cant and slogan into which 
too many disputants have fallen the past few years.” 
This purpose has been accomplished this small but 
meaty volume full wise observations that restraint 
must exercised quoting them. 


first attempts define academic freedom, dis- 
tinguish from intellectual freedom. notes that 
exists the realm natural rights and that those who 
deny natural law should logically deny the reality 
academic freedom. Historically academic freedom was 
found the medieval universities and this “because 
their status religious institutions, not despite 
does not neglect point out that academic 
freedom has its boundaries and its corresponding duties. 


Two classes enemies menace academic freedom— 
doctrinaire secularists and intolerant guardians toler- 
ance and liberal opinions. Kirk has genuine admira- 
tion for Professor Hook, who has done some significant 
writing about academic freedom; but doctrinaire 
secularist who has use for religion and following his 
mentor, John Dewey, makes living faith out democ- 
racy. Academic freedom will perish built upon 
such foundation. 

the second class opponents numbered Robert 
Hutchins, who has said many wise things about 
academic freedom but least one important in- 
stance did not practice what preached. This was 
his summary dismissal Couch director 
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the University Chicago Press. Mr. Couch insisted 
upon publishing Americans Betrayed, Morton 
Grodzins—a book about the Japanese-Americans who 
were herded into concentration camps during the war. 
The history this case, which has been hitherto un- 
published, narrated here; and the facts are accu- 
rately presented, they not shed any lustre upon 
Hutchins. 


Sometimes professors involve themselves 
least are accused meddling politics. Chapter 
devoted “The Professor Politics.” Here the 
author considers William Buckley’s strictures against 
Yale University and other institutions higher learn- 
ing. finds something value what Buckley has 
say but also much confusion and inconsistency. 
the other hand, amused the liberals who pro- 
fess that “they are imminent danger being swal- 
lowed Republican Congressmen,” while they are 
not worried the Soviet threat. They are represented 
Professor Commager, who thinks ‘that everyone 
ought always dissent from everything for dissension’s 
Kirk demonstrates his courage discussing the 
hot potato the Owen Lattimore case. 


Nor does hesitate see some justification for con- 
gressional investigations red professors. would 
better the universities would clean their own houses; 
but when they neglect their obvious duty, not crimi- 
nal for legislators protect the security the United 
States. Communist professors might harmless 
there were Russia; but reminds that there 
Russia. Kirk has use for professor who hides 
his convictions under the mantle the Fifth Amend- 
ment; and sees some real advantages for loyalty 
oaths under certain circumstances. reviews the 
celebrated testing academic freedom the Univer- 
sity Nevada, the University California and the 
University Washington; and reveals what have 
been the underlying issues these cases. 


remedies for the situation suggests that there 
university senate made faculty members, that 
executives the universities should scholars first 
and administrators second, that the board trustees 
should composed men liberal learning and 
large views, that the alumni should have place the 
governance their institutions, that the universities 
should saved from financial ruin and that something 
should done about professors’ salaries. But even 
these means will not guarantee academic freedom un- 
less the universities are dedicated 
cendental truths among which are, the propositions 
that the end education the elevation the reason 
the human person, for the human person’s sake; that 
the fear God, and not the mastery over men and 
nature, the end learning. 


his opposition those who deify human reason and 
democracy Kirk sometimes belittles human reason and 
the common man way that not consonant with 
Catholic philosophy. But for the most 


the side the angels. will pity for anyone 
sincerely concerned with education miss this book. 


Harry Koenig, Ph.D., 
St. Mary the Lake Seminary, 


Mundelein, 


Seymour Mauriac 


Seymour, William Kean, ed. Burns Into English 
Philosophical Library, 1955. 160p. $3.75. 

“His candle bright,” the English poet Cowper wrote 
Burns, “but shut up.in dark lantern.” With skill, 
modesty, and with great good sense, Mr. Kean has 
opened the “dark lantern” Burns’ Scots language 
“render” into English some this great poet’s dialect 
poems. Even “The Cotter’s Saturday Night,” that 
most English Burns’ poems, opaque the reader 
English several its lines, and there are other 
poems which are almost entirely so. 


brief example what confronts the reader 
even the best known and most famous poems, take 
stanza from “To Mouse” appears the first 
edition: 
“Thy wee-bit housie, too ruin! 
Its silly wa’s the win’s are strewin! 
An’ naething, now, big new ane, 
foggage green! 
An’ bleak December’s winds ensuin, 
Baith snell an’ 
the present “rendering” this becomes: 
“Thy tiny housie, too, ruin! 
Its feeble walls the winds are strewing! 
And nothing, now, build new one, 
grasses green! 
And bleak December winds ensuing, 
Both harsh and keen!” 


Mr. Keen observes his preface, Burns has been 
translated into many languages, but the Briton 
American has remained writer tongue half 
instantly readable and half impenetrable. Burns Into 
English does splendid introductory service; should 
encourage many reader acquire taste for this 
remarkable poet, even the point seeking out texts 
bristling with footnotes translating the dialect. 

Riley Hughes, 

Georgetown University, 

Washington 


Mauriac, Francois Flesh and Blood 
Farrar, Straus. Feb. 25, 1955. 190p. $3.00. 


The latest the series Mauriac’s novels turned into 
idiomatic English Gerard Hopkins early work 
entitled originally Chair Sang. The book dates 
from 1920 and relegated most critics, well 
the author himself, minor position Mauriac’s 
development. Though the stamp immaturity evi- 
dent shifting emphases, ambiguous scale de- 
lineation, and loose ends the resolution, the book 
has significant promise much that come. 
omy narrative; psychological concentration; preoccu- 
pation with cupidity, provincial character, domineering 
personality, and passions that are once powerful and 
look forward Mauriac’s mature methods 
and interests. 


Most the story set Chateau Lur the Gironde, 
whither Claude Favereau returns after abandoning his 
studies for the priesthood. resuming peasant status 
servant for the new owner, wealthy Protestant 
widower, comes into close friendship with the man’s 
children, Edward and May. Both are contrasts 
Claude’s simple and devout Catholicism, and both 


McLaren Broad 


dominate over it: Edward, man morose ennui with 
taste for nothingness and disposition for suicide; 
May, strong-willed girl uncertain ideals and un- 
chosen goal. 


Though May briefly responds the love Claude de- 
velops for her, she drifts strangely out the story 
deference her father’s choice husband who will 
keep her inheritance the family. The father himself 
then becomes prey the cupidity his housekeeper- 
mistress, who almost succeeds foisting her daughter 
Edith him marriage. Edith, however, shifts her 
interest and designs Edward; whereupon the father 
rids himself the whole cabal, and the action moves 
Paris. 


There Edith uses Edward’s money and position set 
herself the center fashionable salon, while 
the unhappy victim her concubinage grows more 
neurasthenic and nihilistic amid the toils passion 
that can neither destroy nor enjoy. last, des- 


perate and alone, turns for help the peasant lad’s 
simplicity that had abjured. His letter Claude 
for succor, however, too late; Claude and Edith 
arrive his apartment find him suicide. 


Graham Greene says that one never much interested 
the details Mauriac’s plots, but only the revela- 
tion character that those details accomplish. 
this novel. The dominant interest grows out 
study human passion—chiefly sex and 
the power exerts over the irreligious and the tragedy 
brings upon the devout person. The effect suffers, 
however, from shifting interest. first Claude 
foremost and May prominent; then both fade into 
oblivion while Edith and her mother occupy the stage. 
Eventually Edward emerges the dominant figure, 
and finally Claude has unexpected resurgence. 
Claude, course, who reconciles body and spirit, 
flesh and blood; but his relation the theme not 
steadily and clearly apparent. 


This book that should known students 
Mauriac and the Catholic renascence. Its appeal and 
its interpretation, however, relate mature rather 


than general public. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


McLaren, Moray The Highland Jaunt 
Sloane Associates. Mar. 23, 1955. 272p. $4.00. 


When James Boswell published his two great books 
Samuel Johnson, first Journal their tour through 
the Highlands and the Hebrides, finally his Life the 
great Johnson, set fire discussion and contro- 
versy which has blown brighter each year since their 
publication. Not only was the study Johnson the 
favorite indoor sport the scholar, but even the study 
Boswell became something religion. Gradually 
the notion that Boswell was pitiful fool disappeared, 
and within the last fifty years men have come know 
him enormously talented, shrewd writer and 
stage-manager. With the final discovery the original 
papers Boswell, both his published and his un- 
published works, the original notion the man has 
been discarded pretty thoroughly, and each year James 
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Boswell moves further into the light literary glory. 
The Highland Jaunt one more glittering study the 
two men, and the long list such studies, this book 
must have most distinguished place. 


Moray McLaren’s study the tour Johnson and 
Boswell through the Highlands and Hebrides not 
merely scholar’s analysis the original book supple- 
mented the new notes—though indeed that, 
too. Nor only travelogue covering the same 
trip, though again that. But this book 
man who loves Boswell and Johnson, who knows every 
step they took, every word they spoke that was re- 
corded, every thought they jotted down, and who has 
taken the same journey the two great eighteenth 
century literary men recapture the wild beauty 
the north Scotland some the magic which they 
must have caught 1773 when they set out from Edin- 
bourgh tour the most magnificent spectacle wild 
beauty all the British Isles. 


And his task McLaren took not only the love 
student and the knowledge scholar. also took 
the heart poet. The Highland Jaunt new 
figure arises out the mists the past, and you 
become very personally conscious the presence 
Boswell and Johnson, too you almost see the figure 
McLaren riding beside them, capturing their thoughts 
even when Boswell has time note them down. 
Though would stupidity compounded suggest 
that McLaren could know Johnson better than Boswell 
knew him, that very blasphemy does drift through the 
reader’s mind. Here one Scotsman who knows 
Englishman Johnson never knew the Scots. 


there one fault found with the book, 
minor that McLaren would frown that 
timerity bring up. The book too good. 
just the perfect book written such tour, and 
came moment deep love for this volume 
that perhaps one less versed the works Boswell 
might desire more quotes from the original Journal 
have been included, and might tempted discon- 
tinue reading the book. Should such thing happen, 
would great tragedy indeed. For this lov- 
ing, strong, poetic, beautiful, thoughtful, magnificent 
study the steps two great men moving through 
fine land. The writer knows the land, loves it, and 
knows his men. You will most fortunate 
slowly over the same country they traveled that autumn 
near the end the eighteenth century. But you will, 
think, have the same slight regret that had.. only 
had been McLaren’s companion through the High- 
lands and Hebrides, perhaps could have become 
Boswell. For The Highland Jaunt great book 
the trip must be, and McLaren rare find, indeed. 
Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Broad, Lewis 

The Friendships and Follies Oscar Wilde 
Crowell. Feb. 14, 1955. 302p. $5.00. 
have sought neither emphasize nor shirk any 
the facts,” Mr. Broad writes prefatory note, 
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“although avoiding, far possible, the technical 
terms some authors seem relish.” surely 
praised for avoiding cheap sensationalism this retell- 
ing Oscar Wilde’s tragic story. story man 
brilliant parts, almost unparalleled public success 
writer and social figure whose fall was equally 
rapid his rise. Public knowledge Wilde’s homo- 
sexual practices, brought light when his libel suit 
against the Marquis Queensbury failed, called down 
his head the greatest load any man 
Victorian England ever had bear. 


Wilde was convicted corrupt practices; through 
apathy failed flee the Continent, though 
was given tacit permission so, and spent two 
years prison hard labor. Only his deathbed 
was the burden lifted, when Wilde (after years 
attraction) was received into the Catholic Church. 
The irony rather than the sensationalism the story 
Oscar Wilde the obvious attraction for Mr. Broad. 
That Wilde should foolishly permit himself the 
victim the ferocious feud between the Marquis 
Queensbury and his son Lord Alfred Douglas, that the 
clues his work his pursuit “the love that has 
name” should long unnoticed, that some his 
closest friends should deceived him—these are 
but some the ironies the strange fabric im- 
probabilities that was the sober truth the life 
Oscar Wilde. Mr. Broad has done excellent job 
clarifying without oversimplifying the complex issues 
the three trials Wilde was involved in, and also 
untangling the mare’s nest contradictory testimony 
the biographies Wilde’s contemporaries. 


Riley Hughes, 
Georgetown University, 


Washington 
Pocket Print 


Doubleday Company not long ago set division 
for the publication reprints known Image 
Books. special interest Catholic readers, most 
the titles thus far issued will doubtless valuable and 
interesting the general reader all faiths. The books 
are every instance well printed and neatly bound 
paper covers. The prices differ from title title, pre- 
sumably depending the number pages, the 
size the book. The first sixteen titles now available 
are the following: Our Lady Fatima, William 
Walsh, (D-1, $0.65; I); Karl Adam’s The Spirit 
Catholicism, (D-2; $0.75; John Farrow’s life 
Damien the Leper, (D-3, $0.65; I); Popular History 
the Catholic Church, brilliant digest the 
volumed work English historian Philip Hughes, (D-4, 
$0.85; I); Myles Connolly’s charming short novel, Mr. 
Blue, (D-5, $0.50; I); the searching analytical novel 
George Bernanos, The Diary Country Priest, 
Pamela Morris’s translation, (D-6, $0.65; IIa); the social 
teachings Leo XIII, edited Etienne Gilson under 
the title The Church Speaks the Modern World, 
containing not only twelve encyclical letters, but also 
valuable introduction Gilson, (D-7, $0.95; I); 
Peace Soul, Bishop Fulton Sheen was long best 
seller and should continue reprint, (D-8, 


$0.75; Bishop Sheen’s Lift Your Heart, (D-9, 
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Assisi Felix Timmermans, The Perfect Joy St. 
$0.75; I), heads the second group eight titles, fol- 
lowed John Beevers’ fine and illuminating biography 
St. Therese Lisieux, Storm Glory, (D-10, $0.65; 
I); biographical novel the life St. Francis 
Francis, (D-11, $0.75; I); Theodore Maynard’s collec- 
tion eighteen brief biographies Saints for Our 
Times, including Sainst Anthony Padua, Ignatius 
Loyola, Philip Neri, Thomas More, Joan Arc, Cath- 
erine Siena, Thomas Aquinas, John Bosco, John 
Vianney, Frances Cabrini, among the list, (D-12, $0.85; 
I); John Ryan’s translation St. Francis Sales’ 
classic handbook spiritual direction, Introduction 
the Devout Life, (D-13, $0.85; I); collection stories 
their spiritual journey into the Catholic Church 
fifteen prominent moderns including Senator Robert 
Wagner, writers Evelyn Waugh and Frances Parkinson 
Keyes, former communist Douglas Hyde, and others, 
colected and edited John O’Brien under the title 
The Road Damascus, (D-14, $0.65; Kil- 
mer’s Anthology Catholic Poets has been revised 
with new supplement added James Tobin and 
becomes very attractive handbook indeed, (D-15, 
$1.25; I), well worth adding the list any reader; 
and Michel Saint Pierre’s Bernadette and Lourdes, 
superior translation Edward Fitzgerald, one 
the best books the subject Lourdes, sympathetic 
but dispassionate, D-16 ($0.75; I). 


The first group eight titles were experiment which 
evidently proved successful, having sold somewhat more 
than 30,000 copies average for each title since 
their publication mid-October, 1954; the second 
group eight were published under date February 
21, 1955. Greater volume sales will, doubtless, per- 
mit reduction price later; but the Image Books are 
substantial bargains for thoughtful readers. 


Complete Book Gardening, edited appropriately 
Goodpasture, gives handy and adequate 
vademecum for the suburbanite gardener who wants 
know how cope with Lawns, Vegetables, Roses, 
Evergreens, Annuals, Hardy Bulbs, and Perennials; 
each these subjects treated presumably com- 
petent authority and illustrated with line drawings 
Rebecca and Douglas Merrilees. Dell “First 
Edition,” (#E-48, $0.50; from the Dell house 
The Long Rifle, first published years ago. This 
abridged version Stewart Edward White’s semi- 
classic the frontier, which Andy Burnett, 
carrying Dan’l Boone’s rifle, goes through adventures 
cross-continent with the early trail-makers. good 
reading and nice have reprint. (#D-147, $0.35; 
Erle Stanley Gardner, under his 
Fair—the Donald Lam-Bertha Cool series alias— 
tells another twisted tale murder and shenanigans 
connected with salted gold fields and watery stock 
Gold Comes Bricks. The tale itself salted with 
legal maneuvers and some jujitsu and is, most 
counts, acceptable for adults. (Dell #836, $0.25; 
The Frightened Fiancée, George Harmon Coxe, 
(Dell #838, $0.25; 1940 “vintage,” proving again, 
its own way, that people murder mysteries would 
not lie the police, the stories would over 
instead 220 more pages. The Evil Time, 
Evelyn Berckman, (Dell #841, $0.25; IIa), com- 


Pocket Print 


petent mystery-thriller, with unusual background, 
old schloss sunk Bavarian valley, which 
agents are sure some very valuable Nazi loot 
hidden; girl museum worker sets out find them 
and almost loses her life cleverly contrived trap. 
Brett Halliday’s Mike Shayne murder-mysteries evi- 
dently prove popular enough warrant reprint re- 
print: The Corpse Came Calling (Dell #842, $0.25; 
IIb), reprint Dell #324 and mixes the usual 
mayhem and mauling with the murders. Death Com- 
mits Bigamy James Fox, (Dell #845, $0.25; 
puts private eye and his wife trail what looks 
like phony attempt blackmail that gets 
cated two murders, both which the police, 
are led suppose, consider the work the private 
eye; but all solved after split-second save several 
more intended victims. far the best thriller re- 
printed this month Davis Grubb’s The Night the 
Hunter, (Dell D-149, $0.35; the suspense worked 
during ex-convict’s relentless pursuit two 
small children who hold the secret ten thousand 
dollars tense and expertly fascinating; some ways, 
this might become classic its genre. 


the Pocketbook reprints that have come hand, 
Ruth Moore’s Fair Wind Home, (#1051, $0.25; I), 
good historical novel set New England, mostly 
Maine coast, two hundred years ago with murder and 
Indians and stolen gold and forest fire well worked 
into interesting tale. Ride the Dark Hills Ed- 
mund Claussen pretty much standard Western set 
the post-Civil-War period and making ex-soldier 
New Orleans gambler, (Pocketbook #1048, $0.25; 
a). 


Permabooks reprints Dr. Frank Slaughter’s novel with 
Florida during the Civil War setting and with 
inevitable doctor the hero, Storm Haven, (Perma- 
books, M-4008, $0.35; which sounds like one 
the author’s success—scripts; and Mark 
Kennedy’s Boy Gang (M-3006, $0.25; IIb), which 
notable mostly for chillingly realistic story juvenile 
delinquency among some early teenage colored lads 
Chicago. Much the same problematic material, this 
time concerning two teenage girls small town, 
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explored Miriam Colwell’s Young, (Ballantine Origi- 
nal, #100, $0.35; IIb.) 


Ballantine Books offer another thought-provoking and 
valuable “proposal the President the United 
States” Security and the Middle East, (#90, $0.35; 
IIa), “respectfully submitted” twenty assorted citi- 
zens, including Arthur McGiffert, Jr., President Chi- 
cago Theological Seminary, Margaret Culkin Banning, 
Jacob Potofsky, Freda Kirchwey, Episcopalian bishops 
Hobson, Norman Nash, and Gilbert 
(retired); James Paston, Louis Pink, and others, 
predominantly church-connected. The general tenor 
the “proposal” against arming any Arab states 
the Middle East possible threat infant Israel. 
Permabook M-4012 ($0.25; Dr. Harold Pep- 
pard’s explanation his method improving eyesight 
program eye-muscle exercises and proper con- 
cepts relaxation. Sight Without Glasses should 
prove help many people with poor impaired 
eyesight that not entirely organic due infection 
such growth “cataracts” and any with poor eye- 
sight should consult oculist ophthalmologist be- 
fore relying entirely such exercises; but persons with 
normal sight will benefit from its counsels. Fresh and 
Salt Water Spinning should snapped fisher- 
men, whose name legion. good addition any 
sportsman’s library and makes fascinating reading and 
study; makes you itch get out and try. Eugene Burns 
the author, the publisher Dell, (D-148, $0.35; I). 


Every office will welcome the handy and amazingly 
comprehensive new Office Encyclopedia which Pocket- 
books has just published bargain $0.50, (GC-13). 
getting several right away, one for every 
tary and office clerk the place. handy thing 
keep the home desk, too, for correspondence and 
all sorts things. 


Dell item #843 combination two collections 
Virgil Partch cartoons, Man the Beast and The Wild, 
Wild Women, which are very and down quality 
and humor, most the lot being most mildly funny 
sketches monotonously plucking the G-string. you 
think Partch “the funniest” you may yourself funny 
enough need psychiatry. 
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